
ALL THE GOOD NEWS 
       Grace  Church 

   August 2026 

Sundays 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  Rite I 

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

             Back to School and Learn Something New  

 

It’s August, which means the shelves are stocked with school supplies of 
every kind, from pencils to markers; from backpacks to binders. Who knew 
there were so many kinds of binders – and who knew they were so expen-
sive? Kids are deliberating over the coolest backpack print with the latest 
characters, because that’s really what matters when you’re in school. The 
truth is, going back to school is fun, even if we didn’t always act that way. 
However, many adults often think their days of education are over once they 
receive a diploma or degree. 

Biblically, though, we see a much different approach to learning. The Bible treats learning as a 
lifelong pursuit, and it’s clear that learning is something worth doing. After all, the Old Testa-
ment literally has a section of books known as “Wisdom (and Poetry) Literature,” which includes 
Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes, while Psalms and the Song of Solomon make up the poetic 
books. Wisdom literature isn’t exclusive to Christianity (it’s very prominent in Confucianism in 
China, for example), but much of our understanding of what wisdom is comes from Biblical wis-
dom literature, particularly in the book of Proverbs. 

The proverbs are written by King Solomon, and in verse two we are explicitly told they’re writ-
ten “for gaining wisdom and instruction,” and in verse seven we read, “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs shows that 
there’s never an end to learning, since in verse five the wise are instructed to “listen and add to 
their learning.” Even in the New Testament, teaching is a foundational part of Jesus’ ministry, 
and the disciples certainly had much to learn, as Jesus corrects and guides them even after His 
resurrection. 

While kids might be going back to school, I invite you to also return to school – no, not literally, 
of course. Challenge yourself to learn something new. Perhaps you read a new book of the Bible 
and really dig into the Scriptures. Maybe you’re interested in the theology of the Eucharist or in 
learning about the Episcopal Church – many people would be happy to offer resources! Don’t 
feel like you have to learn on your own either. Perhaps you and a friend meet for coffee and a 
chat over a chapter of the Proverbs. I invite you to enjoy the pursuit of knowledge and the greater 
wisdom and understanding that comes as we pursue Christ.  
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