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Welcome to Grace! 
The Liturgy Begins on page 323  

The Word of God 

The Collect 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our under-
standing: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson 

Acts 17:22-31 
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious 
you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of 
your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ 
What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the 
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he 
made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and 
the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and 
perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For 
‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 

‘For we too are his offspring.’ 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked 
the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, be-
cause he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a 
man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.” 

 

The Psalm    
Psalm 66:7-18 (read responsively by half verse) 
Jubilate Deo 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

Those with birthdays this week       Baptismal Newbirth Day 
Kay Martin     01 July  
Gail Carnes  
Lauris Ames 
Marty Mathis  

Those with Baptismal Newbirth Days this week 
Michael Cerps  6 May 
Julia Woodson  11 May 
Caroline Foster  13 May  
Lisa Joseph    13 May  
Rodman Foster  14 May 
John Gurrad   15 May  
Celeste Shaw   15 May   
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SAVE THE DATE 

Save The Date:  Grace will have a Whitsun Ale drop in on Pentecost Sunday, May 24th, 
from 4 - 7 p.m. at the home of Brett and Rebecca Dixon, 389 Graham Rd, Anderson SC 
29625. Bring a dish to share and enjoy some of Brett Dixon’s home brewed ale.  

 

SAVE THE DATE: Grace Annual BBQ is October 10, 2026. 

 

VBS: we are gearing up for VBS! Every Wednesday night in July beginning on July 8, 
we will have VBS from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., and the whole church is invited! If you are inter-
ested in serving in any capacity at VBS this year, please make sure you talk to Sharon so 
we can make sure you are Safe Church certified.  

Weekly Meetings  

Fiber, Friends, and Fellowship: Starting May 5th FFF will begin meeting every Tuesday 
from 12 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

Women, Wine, and Wisdom meets every Tuesday from 6:30 - 8 p.m.  

The Ladies’ Prayer Group meets every Wednesday at 10 a.m.  



8 Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
nor withheld his love from me. 

 

The Second Lesson 

1 Peter 3:13-22 
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to any-
one who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gen-
tleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those 
who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to 
suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 

Grace Notes 
• Welcome Visitors: Please take a mo-

ment to fill out the visitor card located 
in the pew and place it in the offering 
plate. We are glad you chose to wor-
ship with us today.  

• WWW is asking for YOUR help in our 
efforts to collect diapers, wipes, and 
feminine hygiene products support the 
Anderson County Diaper Bank. Dona-
tions may be placed in the cloister. We 
are grateful to Louise Knisley for co-
ordinating collection and delivery on 
our behalf. 

• Daughters of the King are collecting 
chicken lunch pouches to out in Bless-
ing Bags for the unhoused. Please place 
any donations in the tote in the cloister.  

• Grace Life is forming a committee to 
help with church events and creative 
new ways to enrich parish life. All are 
welcome to join. If interested contact 
Cyndi Dougherty (631) 766-3619 text, 
email cyndidoug458@gmail.com, or 
see her.  

• Saturday Servants will meet May 9th, 
16th, 23rd, and 30th. Volunteers are 
needed. We also need donations of 
grape jam, creamy peanut butter and 
waters. If you are interested in helping 
contact Tracey Lidlow at tjlid-
low@gmail.com. 

• St. Catherine’s Guild and Guys Gather-
ing at Grace will place a tote in the 
cloister Sunday May 24th to begin the 
Richard Campbell Veterans Home 
Drive. A list of items can be found in 
the May Newsletter.  

• Guy’s Gathering at Grace will provide 
breakfast for all ladies this Sunday during 
coffee hour.  

• Wednesday Night Supper: Wednesday 
May 20th at 5:30 p.m. please visit the 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePag
e.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAA
AAAAAAAAAAN__tLKGl1UMUZFWlpK
R0lGNjg2RlNSVlBUWkdMRlZDSC4u&ori
gin=Invitation&channel=0 or call the church 
office if you would like to attend this dinner.  

• Guys’s Gathering at Grace will be Thurs-
day, May 21st at 6 p.m.  

• WWW: Durning May WWW will be read-
ing Liturgy of the Ordinary by Tish Harrison 
Warren. Join us in the parlor on Tuesday 
evenings from 6:30 –8 p.m. All are welcome 
at the table. 

• Pentecost Sunday is Sunday, May 24th.  

• Memorial day is Monday, May 25th, the 
church office will be closed this day.  

• Grief Support will meet Thursday, May 
28th at 10 a.m.  

• EYC End of the Year Party: Sunday, May 
24th  

• Fraud Protection Class: United Communi-
ty Bank is considering hosting a Fraud Pro-
tection Class at Grace to help individuals 
and families stay safe from scams, identity 
theft, and financial fraud. Topics may in-
clude; recognizing common scams, protect-
ing your personal and banking information, 
tips for safe online and mobile banking and 
what to do if you suspect fraud. At this time, 
we are gathering interest to see if this class 
would be beneficial for our church commu-
nity. If you are interested please email Nikki 
at gracechurchanderson1851@gmail.com.  3 6 



The Sermon      

The Nicene Creed - page 326 
Prayers of the People - page 328 
Confession of Sin and Absolution - page 330 
The Peace 
Announcements (Please notify the rector beforehand) 

A Collect for Mother’s Day 
Loving God, 
as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, 
so you watch over your Church. 
We thank you for all our mothers. Bless them. 
Grant that we, their sons and daughters, 

Those who serve 
Vestry-in-Charge: Debbie Hand  
Second Counter: JoCarol Titmas  

Lector: Jane Hughes  
Intercessor: Michelle Ricketson  

Chalice 1: Jackie Lenhart   
Chalice 2: Michelle Ricketson  
Church Opener: Tab Bates  

bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which 
also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not 
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to 
God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject 
to him. 

The Holy Gospel  

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

John 14:15-21 
Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Fa-
ther, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my command-
ments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

Expectant Parents  
Brent and Kirri Kinley  

Donovan and Erin Colman 
Joey and Asheton Benson  

THE GRACE CODE       
Scan or tap to visit: 

• New to Grace 

• Outreach giving 

• Facebook page  

• Family Promise 

Stewardship Report 
As of 3/31/2026 

YTD 2026 Revenue  $118,873 
YTD 2026 Expenses  $122,568 

YTD 2026 Surplus  $3,695 
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Altar Flowers  
Flowers are giving in Honor and Memory of all mothers 

by Jerry and Dianne Peeler. 

may honor them always 
with a spirit of profound respect. 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

The Holy Communion 

Eucharistic Prayer II - page 340 
Post Communion Prayer - page 339 
The Sending Forth - page 339 

https://linktr.ee/gracechurchanderson1851

